gave away their daughters in marriage to Kaartavieerya. One
such king was. Prasenajit's eldest daughter Satya was married
to Keartavieerya and the second daughter Renuka, to
Jamadagni.

Parasurama was born to Renuka and Jamadagni. Until
Parasurama grew up, Kaartaavieerya continued his menacing
activities without let or hindrance. The Rishis with their
families retired to deep forests to escape from the royal ire.

One day, the Hyhaya king with his queens, Satya
included, started out on a hunting spree. They went too far
and missed their way with no possbility of easy return. Their
stock of victuals was nearly exhausted. On reaching the
environs ofJamadgni Ashrama, Satya desired to see Renuka.

Jamadagni was not in the Ashrama then, Renuka
received the royal party and offered to feed them. But this
party was too big. Satya felt it was beyond the means of a
poor Ashrama to feed them. But Renuka sprinkled some water
from the Kamandal of Jamadagni and instantaneously, enough
victuals for a royal feast were found there. This, along with
the extra-ordinary beauty of Renuka, roused in the king a
heinous infatuation for her and he decided that she should be /
his queen.  Jamadagni came there just then, but
Kaarthavieerya, ignoring him, carried away Renuka forcibly.

Jamadagni remained quiet, seeing that there was some
purpose behind this. His sons returned. The youngest of
them, Parasurama started out to rescue his mother. The power
of Jamadagni's tapas entered the person of Parasurama and
made him invincible. Single handed he fought the Hyhayas
and killing them all, he rescued Renuka. The beauty and
power of Renuka caused an uncontrollable infatuation for her
in Kaarthavieerya. Jamadagni considered Renuka's holiness
marred by her being in the custody of Kart'avirya even for a
short while and so ordered Parasurama to behead her. But
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